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Routine TREATMENT. 


A great deal has already been written upon the 
treatment of wounds during this war; and a great 
deal is yet to be written. The war has taught us 
so much already regarding wound treatments, and 
probably has still to teach us so much more, that it 
would be premature to attempt to state its lessons; 
but one broad moral may safely be deduced from 
our experience so far :—No routine line of treatment 
can be laid down as the best for wounds; and no 
drug can be pronounced the best for all wounds. 

This is no new discovery, but simply the demon- 
stration of an old truth that has long been known 
to some men, though many have never realised it. 
The situation and nature of the wound, the char- 
acter of the tissues involved and the degree of dam- 
age they have sustained, the amount and kind of 
microbial infection present, the condition of the 
subject, and the surroundings, need all to be taken 
into account before deciding upon the treatment. 
As we said, this is an old truth; but it is one that 
needed to be impressed upon some clinicians. 

Our profession has always included men whose 
treatment of wounds was altogether a matter of 
routine. A special line of treatment was chosen as 
the best, one drug was fixed upon as the most 
potent antiseptic; and method and drug alike were 
applied indiscriminately to all wounds. There is 

ways a temptation to drift into routine treatments 
in practice; and both veterinary surgeons and 
medical men often yield to it, and some become 
such slaves to routine that they never think of 
departing from it to meet the special conditions of 
an individual case. Every practitioner of experi- 
ence can remember such men; and, though not 
now so frequently met as they used to be, they are 
still far from extinct. They and their methods 
have done not a little to retard our progress ; for 
routine has degraded many a man who might have 
been a good clinician into a mere rule-of-thumb 
worker. The man who never bandages a wound if 
he can help it, the man who always does so when 
he can, and the one who pins his faith to any 
particular drug for universal application, all have 
something to learn. 


AN UNREGISTERED PRACTITIONER. 

We reprint this week a long, and uninteresting 
report of a prosecution by R.C.V.S., which is stated 
to be the first of its kind in Ireland. It is the first 
in which we remember to have seen the name of a 


practitioner coupled with the College in the prose- 
cution, and thanks are due to Mr. Boyd Gardner | 
for having taken up the cudgels in defence of the 
profession. The prosecution, based simply on the’ 
law, was unassailable. The particular meanness of 


this kind of fraud is that it is mainly at 
the expense of the small stock-owner, who is 
able to assess the value of the training which the 
Registered man must possess, and who usually fails to 
recognise that the system of registration is granted 
by the State primarily to protect him—the owner, 
and only in a lesser degree the practitioner of medi- 
cine and surgery. The man who keeps and breeds 
cattle which sell at several hundred pounds apiece 
knows better than to risk them in the hands of an 
unregistered practitioner. Is not the small owner's 
risk the greater of the two? , ; 


CoMPLETE SEVERANCE OF CaROTID ARTERY 
WITH SPONTANEOUS ARREST OF HAMORRHAGE. 


The subject was an eight-year-old hunter. The 
accident occurred from the horse attempting to 
jump an iron gate, about 6ft. high, with sharp 
spikes on top. The horse got on to top of gate: 
one of the spikes entered near side of neck—about 
— part of lower third of neck. The iron spike 
of gate missed trachea, cesophagus, and jugular 
vein, then passed inwards beneath mastoido- 
humeralis, sterno-maxillaris, left recurrent nerve, 
and left carotid — came in contact with cer- 
vical vertebree, was deflected outwards and passed 
out near the crest. 

The mastoido-humeralis, sterno-maxillaris, left 
recurrent nerve, and left carotid were all completely 
severed. 

I saw horse about 1} hours after the accident 
happened. The owner had’ then placed him in a 
loose box. On examination I found the condition 
of wound as described. To my great surprise, I 
found about four inches of carotid protruding from 
the wound: on taking hold of this a distinct, firm 
pulse was felt. At this time bleeding had com- 
pletely ceased, without any manual interference 
whatever. 

The severed distal end of the artery had retracted 
some distance, and it required the aid of forceps to 
bring it into view. There was a well-formed clot 
of about two inches in each end of artery. 

Treatment. This consisted in ligaturing each end 
of artery with catgut, and suturing overlying mus- 
cles. The animal made a complete recovery. 

I think this is a most remarkable case, as one 
would expect that the horse would have died from 
hemorrhage within a few minutes: but judging 
from the condition of pulse, the bleeding seemed to 
be ape moderately severe. 

It also demonstrates the remarkable contractility 
of an artery, and shows how slight an hemorrhage 
may result from a very severe lacerated wound. 

L. C, Maauire, Lieut. a.v.c, 
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LECLAINCHE AND VALLEE’s SERUM 
IN AN EXCEPTIONALLY GRAVE WOUND. 


Choleur has reported this case to the Central 
Society of Veterinary Medicine. The subject, a 
mare, had her neck transfixed by the broken part 
of a coach-pole. The cervical region was com- 
pletely rigid, and ap tetanised. A vertical 
wound existed on each side, one being a little dis- 
tance from the anterior edge of the scapula and the 
other in the boundary between the middle and 
anterior thirds of the neck. These contused wounds 
were connected by a channel in the thickness of 
the muscles above the vertebrx, directed obliquel 
from right to left and from before backward. A 
careful exploration resulted in the extraction of 
pieces of torn tissue and a piece of wood the size of 
a little finger. 

The mare, being very prostrate, was given a pre- 
ventive injection of 10c.c, of anti-tetanic serum. 
The wounds were then cleansed, the channel was 
irrigated with a solution of eight parts of sodium 
chloride to 1000 of boiled water, and the serum of 
Leclainche and Vallée was copiously applied. This 
treatment, repeated morning and evening, was fol- 
lowed until recovery took place. 

For the first five days the animal was in a state 
of great prostration, with pain in the part and some 
suppuration. Lymphatic cords developed under 
the skin. The slight oedema that appeared ex- 
tended up to the head. The temperature was 
101:2° F. 

At the end of six days improvement commenced. 
The cedema was absorbed, the pain was less acute, 
the head was held up better, and the suppuration 
had greatly diminished. The temperature was 
101-6° F. 

Some days later the most abundant discharge 
was a clotty yellow viscous liquid. The channel of 
the wound through the neck had greatly diminished 
in calibre. 

After twenty days of treatment the suppuration 
bad almost disappeared. The wounds had a very 
good aspect, and were covered with bright red 

nulations which precursed a speedy recovery. 

e temperature was 100-7° F. 

After a little more than a month the wound was 
cicatrised. Fifteen days later the recovery was 
complete, and the mare returned to work. 

It is pointed out that the extensive character of 
the wound, the anatomical complexity of the region, 
the nature of the body inflicting the wound, and 
the continued exposure of the wound without pro- 
tection against dust, etc., all suggested a gloomy 
ae for this case which terminated so success- 

y.—(Revista de Higiene y Sanidad Pecuarias). 


TorTION OF THE UTERUS IN A BitcH— 
SUCCESSFUL HysTERECTOMY. 
R. Cholet has reported the following interesting 
and unusual case to the Central Society of Veter- 
Medicine. 

e subject was a bitch, four years old. At the 
beginning of September the owner perceived that 
the animal was pregnant, but did not know exactly 
when parturition should take place, as the coupling 
had not been noted. On September 13th the mam- 


mz were swollen; and on the 14th the bitch began 
to undergo very acute pains, which continued till 
the 18th. The appetite was almost nil. The vulva 
was not prepared, and showed no discharge. The 
cried out continuously. On the 19th the pains 
appeared to diminish, and the appetite was some- 
what better; but the abdomen was swollen, and 
appeared very sensitive to the least pressure. The 
milk disappeared. 

Cholet first saw the bitch on the 23rd. He found 
He found her weak, with very pale mucous mem- 
branes. The abdomen was very large and extremely 
sensitive, especially in the left inferior part, which 
was much more prominent than the right. Vaginal 
exploration revealed neither a discharge nor a re- 
tained foetus. Cholet diagnosed a dystokia of 
maternal origin, with metro-peritonitis. Lapara- 
tomy was decided upon. 

The bitch was anesthetised with atropo-morpbine 
and chloroform; and, as she was very weak, 100c.c. 
of physiological serum was injected. An incision 
15 centimetres long was made in the linea alba. 
When the abdomen was opened a sero-sanguinolent 
liquid escaped; and a grangrenous uterine horn 
was seen. A localised peritonitis existed; and the 
epiploon was very injected. The gravid uterus was 
adherent to all the neighbouring organs and espe- 
cially to the bladder. The first work to be done 
was to destroy these adhesions, which prevented 
the disposition of the organs from being ascer- 
tained. While this was being performed the uterine 
horn ruptured, and one foetus and the accompany- 
ing liquid escaped from it. Finally it was found 
that the left horn was empty, while the right horn, 
which contained two foetuses, was half twisted upon 
itself. The author gives a figure illustrating the 
torsion, which he easily reduced by giving the 
uterine horn a half-turn in the opposite direction. 
It was, however, impossible to completely rectify 
the body of the uterus, on account of adhesions 
which had become established. A total hysterec- 
tomy of the body and horns of the uterus was per- 
formed, the abdominal cavity was washed out with 
physiological serum, and the laparotomy wound 
was sutured. 

As the bitch had now become very cold, she was 
oe into a box filled with straw, with rugs, anda 

ettle filled with hot hot water. She recovered 
from the anesthetic very soon, with the face con- 
tracted, the mucous membranes very pale, and the 
extremities cold. An injection of 150c.c. of caffein- 
ated physiological serum was given; and the results 
“could not have been better.” The next day an- 
other injection was given both in the morning and 
the evening; and a little milk and scrapings of 
meat were allowed. The general condition im- 
proved; and the wound cicatrised, partly by first 
intention and partly by suppuration. 

Fifteen days after the operation the bitch was 
cured.—( Revista de Higiene y Sanidad Pecuarias). 

W. B.C. 


“A vIsSIT TO AN ENGLISH VETERINARY HospITAL.” 


In the course of journeys made on official busi- 
ness, I have had occasion to visit the English 
Depots at Abbeville, Forges-les-Aux and Gournay. 
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The organisations of these hospitals is entirely 
different from ours. Each Depot is commanded ty 


a Veterinary Surgeon who is absolute master, and) 


is responsible for the service. All the personnel is 
under his orders, even the administrative officials, 
who are generally subaltern officers or N.C.Os. 
These Veterinary Officers commanding the camps 
are not necessarily professional soldiers. We have 
seen in several of these depots Veterinary Officers 
who were civil veterinary surgeons engaged for the 
duration of the war—men whose professional status 
had warranted their being given a rank at once. 
The camps are established generally in large fields 
near toa town. An Engineer Officer is attached 
to the Commandants of several camps, to help in 
their erection. This officer has full power to hire, 
to purchase and to build everything which the 
Veterinary Officer considers necessary for the good 
working of the service, and that without recourse 
to anybody, each person being responsible for his 
own acts. 

At Abbeville there are two depots ; one devoted 
more especially to surgery, the other to the treat- 
ment of skin disease, and in particular to mange. 
In these two camps the horses are sheltered under 
large rectangular tents closed only at the two ex- 


tremities ; on the two long sides a cord is stretched |- 


for the purpose of peas the horses from es- 
eaping if they get loose. The ground is formed of 
pieces of timber placed side by side, slightly inclined 
to the back so that all liquids flow into small 
trenches dug in the surface of the soil. The very 
low mangers are made of timber, the upper edge of 
which is protected by iron wire so that the animal 
cannot eat it. The wire used is that used to tie up 
the trusses of hay. The bottom of the manger is 
formed of beaten earth. There are no racks, but a 
net bag containing his ration of hay is suspended 
before each horse. Contrary to what one might 
believe, these nets, which have very large meshes, 
are rarely cut by the horses’ teéth. As soon as the 
ration is eaten the stable keepers take away the 
nets. The horses have no litter; the soil is always 
kept very clean, and the manure removed from the 
camp each day, The drinking troughs are of var- 
ious models, in cement, iron, wood, and even of 
canvas. 

In the surgery section the operating room is a 
square text closed on three sides. The ground is 
formed by a thick layer of sawdust covered with an 
impermeable tarpaulin. The edges of the tarpaulin 
end at a channel provided for the reception of 
liquids used in washing and any antiseptics which 
may escape during the operations. For operations 
the Veterinary Surgeons wear top boots, overalls, 
and rubber gloves. 

In the treatment of mange, the animals are 
clipped immediately on arrival, and without further 
preliminaries they are plunged into the antipsoric 
solution provided in a dipping bath specially built 
for the purpose. This bath, which is bordered 
laterally by two palisades, forms a passage about 30 
cre long by two broad. As the animal enters a 

ter is put on, having two ropes about 15 yards 


long. These ropes are held from a distance and 
help to guide the horse. The animal enters the 
passage down an inclined plane of about five yards 
in length, with a very smooth bottom ; at the end 
of this slope the animal falls into the bath which 
is deep enough to take the animal off his feet. To 
reach the further slope in order to get out he has to 
swim about 12 to 18 yards. When he arrives at 
the top of the slope the horse is allowed to stand 
a few minutes to shake off the water, which thus 
returns automatically to the bath. These troughs 
contain a mixture of quicklime and sulphur in 
about 3500 gallons of water. The bath is kept at a 
temperature of from 104° to 109° F. by means of a 
steam circulation; every day twenty gallons of 
liquid are added to keep up the proper — 
With this installation nine men can very easily 
treat 300 horses per day. The same bath does for 
2000 horses. Our English confréres reckon that on 
an average it takes them a month to treat an 
animal, and another month to condition him. 
Identical installations exist at Forges and at 
Gournay. At Forges-les-Aux, there are also two 
camps, one for skin diseases and the other more 
especially for the sorting, and for the treatment of 
internal diseases. 
Gournay, which is especially a convalescent 
depot, has also a service for skin diseases. 

n these two towns the animals are placed under 
hangars constructed of wood very economically. 
The hangars are provided with mangers and racks; 
the floor is similarly formed of timber lengths 
placed side by side. The a troughs are of 
various types, as at Abbeville. Each depot possesses 
a very well fitted pharmacy, and a small laboratory 
which permits all diagnoses to be made. In these 
camps very simple forges are included. The shoe- 
ing-smith works single handed; the animals are 
generally very quiet for they are never ill-treated, 
and one never hears the least cry. Ren to 
what one would expect, we never saw grooved shoes 
used. 

In all these installations, what strikes one im- 
mediately is the order and cleanliness which reigns 
everywhere. Between the stables there are little 
gardens and lawns exceedingly well kept. The tent 
cords and the stakes of the hangars are white- 
washed, which gives an air of gaiety to the whole 
encampment. The English soldier, always very 
ingenious, and having a love of neatness, makes 
use of all he can find to decorate the camp. The 
iron wire ties of the hay trusses make him wire 
railings round the gardens. Empty tins cut and 
straightened out are used to make shining covers 
in the kitchens and lavatories, packing cases pro- 
vide the wood for making all the necessary stores 
and shelters. All the paper and rubbish is v 
very carefully collected and burnt in destructors. 

In concluding this note we cannot thank too 
much our English confréres for the very kind wel- 
come they everywhere gave us, and the eagerness 
with which they were always ready to show every- 
thing which could interest us——M. Privér, in 
Recueil de Médecine Vétérinaire. 

L. B. 
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DEFINITION OF “VETERINARY SURGEON” 
IN SOUTH AFRICA. 


The Editor The Veterinary Record. 

Dear Sir,—The enclosed correspondence is a matter 
of interest to the Profession, and I beg to solicit the 
favour of its publication in the columns of your valued 
Jo —Yours faithfully, 

Jas. IRvINE SMITH, M.R.C.V.S., Colonel. 


Johannesburg, 13th September, 1917. 
Copy. 
The Princi, 


P.O. Box 1620, Johannesburg. 
24th August, 1917. 


Veterinary Officer, 
nion Buildings, Pretoria. 


Sir, 
Administrator’s Notice No. 259, dated 15/8/17. 
Provincial Gazette, dated 22nd August, 1917. 

I beg to draw your attention to the above mentioned 
Notice a ing in the Provincial Gazette, dated 22nd 
August, 1917, under the heading of Municipal Pound 

ions, and more particularly to Regulation 2, 
which defines a Veterinary Surgeon as foliows :— 

Surgeon” shall mean and include the 
Government Veterinary Surgeon or mepenee of Stock 
in those towns where such an officer had been appointed, 
or if no such appointment has been made, the Magis- 


rate. 

I hereby enter a protest against such a definition, as 
an Inspector of Stock is not a Veterinary Surgeon, 
neither is a istrate, and I would suggest that you 
approach the Administrator with the object of having 

amended so that a Veterinary Surgeon shall be 
defined as under :— 


“ Veteri Surgeon” shall mean and include any 
Government Veterinary Surgeon or any Member of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons of Great Britain, 
or anyone possessing a qualification recognised by that 
institution. 

Trusting you;will take immediate action. 

ve the honour to be, Sir, 
Your obedient Servant, 
(Sgd.) Jas. Irvine SMITH. M.R.C.v.s. 
Johannesburg, 
24th August, 1917. 
To All Members of the Profession in South Africa. 
sir, 
Administrator’s Notice No. 259, dated 15/8/17. 
Provincial Gazette, dated 22nd August, 1917. 


I enclose herewith for your information eopy of a 
letter I have addressed to the Principal Veterinary 


cer. 
As the status of the Profession is at stake, your 
assistance and co-operation is desired with a view to 
having this definition amended. 

‘In the meantime it is ~~ that you should write 
a stro’ to the Principal Veterinary Officer, 
Union dings, Pretoria.— Yours faithfully, 

(Sgd.) Jas. Irvine SMITH, M.R.C.V.S. 


Copy. V. 53/1. 
UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA. 


DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, 
Union Buildings, Pretoria. ° 
3rd Sept., 1917. 


Jas. I. Smith, Esq., M.R.c.v.s., Johannesburg. 


Administrator’s Notice No. 259. 
Provincial Gazette, dated 22/8/17. 


Sir,—I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of 


your letter of the 24th ultimo, in connection with the 
above-mentioned subject, and beg to inform you that, 


whilst. ing that from a professional point of view 
the definition given of a “Veterinary Surgeon” 1s not de- 
sirable, I do not think any exception can be taken to it 
in the circumstances in which it is used. The definition 
in question includes the Government Veterinary Officer, 
t.e., the Officer who is appointed by the Minister of Agri- 
culture under the Animal Diseases Act, to carry out the 
duties of the Stock Disease Regulations, it also includes 
the Government Stock Inspector and Magistrate, both of 
which officials are also deputed by the Minister of Agri- 
culture to carry out the duties of a Government Veter- 
inary Officer where no Government Veterinary Officer 
is available, and as the duties which are assigned to the 
“Veterinary Surgeon” in the Municipal Pound regula- 
tions are solely in connection with the suppression of 
contagious diseases, the definition used is the only 
one that can be used. i 

I have the honour to be. Sir, your obedient servant, 

(Sgd.) J. D. Bortruwicx, 

n cting Principal Veterinary Officer. 

opy. 

Johannesburg, 4th Sept. 
The Acting P.V.O., Union Buildings, Pretoria. 
Sir, 
Re Administrator’s Notice No. 259. 

I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your 
reply, V.53/1. dated 3rd inst., to my letter of protest 
of the 24th ulto, re above. _ 

It is a matter of some surprise to receive an expression 
of two ry opinions on the same subject from a 
Member of the Veterinary Profession, holding the im- 
portant position of Principal Surgeon 
of the Union of South Africa, on such a vital question 
of he ttensy en which strikes at the roots of the 
Veterinary Profession. 

Your professional opinion seems to be in grave con- 
flict with your offici oe. The former tells you 
that the definition of a “Veterinary Surgeon is not desir- 
able,” while the latter prompts you to say that you “do 
not think any exception can be taken to it in the circwm- 
stances in which it 4s used,” and that “the definition 
used ts really the only one that can be used.” 

You permit the latter opinion to prevail, for there is 
no indication that you propose to take any steps to have 
this grave injustice removed, and, seemingly, you are 

re to accept the position and to allow it to stand 
irrespective of the fact that it will ever remain on record 
that during your temporary term of office you acquiesced 
in the status of a Veterinary Surgeon in South Africa 
sa dragged down to the level of that of a Stock 
nspector. 
ere is no definition of a Stock Inspector, so that a 
Veterinary Surgeon may in future mean any person. 
This unfortunate state of affairs may be due to the 
disastrous trend of current legislation vainly endeavour- 
ing to run the afftirs of an enormous country by regula- 
tion, but it must be patent to everyone who cares to 
pause and think, that Veterinary Surgeons cannot be 
created or made by Notices in the Government Gazette 
by Honourable Ministers or Administrators. 

Your official view, however, is in conflict with the 
recent public utterances of the Honourable the Minister 
of Agriculture at the Transvaal icultural Union 
Congress held in Johannesburg, and [ venture to think 
that it will be found to be in opposition to the views of 
the Honourable Administrator when the matter is 
placed properly before him. I feel sure that neither of 
the Honourable Gentlemen entertain the slightest desire 
to cast any reflection on the Veteri Profession, and 
that with proper representations from you the offending 
definition would be wiped out. 

It is bound to seem an ungrateful proceeding that the 
Veterinary status should be abruptly interfered with 
during the absence of Members, in the midst of 
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War in which they have done such good service. It is 
true that they have also successfully combatted the 
spread of virulent contagious diseases referred to by 
you, and in many instances have completed controlled 
and eradicated them. In return for these services you, 
seemingly, are prepared to permit them to be deprived 
of their professional status. In doing so I believe you 
will find that the unanimous voice of the farming com- 
munity of South Africa will be ag to you when 
the position is fully presented to them in‘its true light. 
Your definition of a Veterinary Surgeon is not com- 
tible with the ideas of the stock farmer of to-day, and 
firmly believe that the compactness and traditions of 
our Profession will render it very inadvisable that they 
should be antagonised by such ill-considered action. 

The definition totally wrecks the four years curri- 
Ro lege of Veterin urgeons as the approv 
soreerd and test before a Diploma can be granted to a 
Veterinary Surgeon. This standard is essential for the 

tection of stock owners’ interests as well as the 
interests of the Profession. The claims of the Pro- 
fession are a standard qualification by examination. 

I do not write thoughtlessly opens ualifications, 
and my statements of these will generally be found 
worth reconnoitring before attacking. You, no doubt, 
fancy you have strong grounds for supposing me wrong 
when you seek to invalidate my assertions. You seem 
to think that under the circumstances no other defin- 
ition of Veterinary Surgeon can be used, and you state 
that because a Stock Inspector or a Magistrate can be” 
depute to carry out some formal duties of a Govern- 
ment Veterinary Surgeon under the Stock Diseases 
Regulations, this justifies them being termed Veterinary 
Surgeons under the gazetted Pound Regulations. 

ou seem to forget that qualification by examination 
renders such a position eternally impossible. You pro- 
to place the Stock Inspector and Magistrate in a 
false position and cal] them Veterinary Surgeons, when 
it is apparent that the results will be blundering incom- 
petence, chaos, and financial waste. You propose occu- 
pying the time of Public Officials who would be more 
profitably employed in judicial work or carrying into 
effect the decisions or instructions of duly qualified 
Veterinary Surgeons. 

Copper is an evil when it alloys gold or poisons food : 
not an evil as Re. ood In the form of pence ; 
seriously objectionable when it occupies the room o 
guineas. Consider this carefully, and you will feel it 
yourself every hour of your existence. And if you do 
not know that you feel it, take up for a little time the 
honoured trade of a carpenter. Make for yourself a 
table or a chair, and see if ever you thought any table 
or chair so delightful, and what strange beauty there 
will be in their crooked limbs. 

There is only one definition of a Veterinary Surgeon, 
whether he be a Government Veterinary Surgeon or a 
Civil Veterinary Surgeon, and that isa Member of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, or anyone pos- 
sessing a pepenten recognised by that Institute. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, your obedient servont, 

(Sgd.) Jas. Irvine SMITH, M.R.c.Vv.s. 


P.O. Box 1620, Johannesburg. 
7th September’ 
To all Members of the Profession in South Africa. 
Dear Sir, 
_ Administrator’s Notice No. 259, dated 15/8/17. 
Definition of “ Veterinary Suigeon.” 


In continuation of my circular letter to you, dated 
24th ulto., I enclose herewith, for your information, 


ies of further correspondence on this subject. 
‘o my mind there is only one attitude for the Mem- 


bers of the Profession to adopt throughout Africa, and 
that is no compromise on a question of this kind. 

I now s t that you forward your authority to the 
President of the Transvaal Veterinary Medical Associa- 
tion, P.O . Box 877, Johannesburg, to protest in your 
name, so as to enable him to carry on the necessar 
legitimate campaign until this offending definition is 
wiped out.—Yours 

Jas. Irvine SMITH, M.B.C.V.S. 


VETERINARY STUDENTS anp ARMY SERVICE 


We are informed that the following letter has been 
addressed by the President of the R.C.V.S. to The 
Secretary of State for War, The Minister of National 
Service, and the Director-General A.V.S. 

10 Red Lion Square, W.C., 
13th October, 1917. 


ir, 
I am directed by the Council of the Royal College cf 
Veterinary Surgeons to draw your attention to the fact 
that, owing to the number of Veterinary Students who 
enlisted as combatants in 1914 and 1915, and to the 
enlistment under the Military Service Acts of all Veter- 
inary Students in the first and second years who are of 
military age, the country, already suffering from a 
dearth of pe Veterinary Surgeons, is threatened 
— a still more serious state of things in the near 
uture. 

The following figures show the number of Veterinary 
Students who have joined the colours after passing 
their first professional examination :— 


Second year Students 67 
Third year 18 
Final year * 5 


90 


It will be seen that as many as 90 students out to the 
small number in attendance at the Veterinary Schools 
have had their course of study interrupted and the date 
of their qualification consequently postponed. In the 
case of the second year students the earliest date of 

aduation will be three years after the conclusion of 

ostilities. 

The following figures show the number of students at 
present in the schools :— 

Due for examination : Dec., 1917. July, 1918. 
First year vie 24 37 
Second year ate 20 17 
Third year ee 20 28 
Final year BS. 39 29 


It follows that, even if these students were allowed to 
remain at College, and assuming that they were all suc- 
— the maximum number of graduations would be 
as follows :— 


Dec., 1917 39 July, 1918 29 Total 68 
1918 20 1919 28 48 
1919 20 1920 17 37 
1920 24 1921 37 61 


These figures must be reduced by at least 25 per cent: 
to allow for failures. 

The average death-roll for many years past has been 
75, but since 1914-15 the number entering the profession 
has been much below this figure. In 1914-15 there were 
77 graduates, in 1915-16 there were 56, and in 1916-17 
there were 57. It is obvious, therefore, that the num- 
ber of qualified Veterinary Surgeons been dimin- 
ishing byf{about 20 a year, and the number of new grad- 
uates entering the profession in the next few years will 
be about 30 per annum below the number required to 
re place deaths, retirements, etc. 
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As a matter of fact, however, an increased number of 
Veterinary Surgeons will be needed after the war, in 
order that the work required under the Public Health 
Acts, the Milk and iries Acts, the Tuberculosis 
Order, etc., may be properly carried out. The State 
Veterinary Services of the Board of Agriculture and 
Fisheries and the Department of Agriculture and Tech- 
nical Instruction for freland have long experienced great 
difficulty in obtaining a sufficient number of properly 
qualified men. 

As recently as August, 1912, a Departmental Com- 
mittee was appointed to inquire into the requirements 
of the public services with regard to the employment of 
officers ssing veterinary qualifications, and to con- 
sider whether any further measures could be adopted 
for the selection and training of students for such em- 
ployment. The Committee reported (Cd. 6575) “That 
the number of suitable candidates for appointments in 

ublic veterinary services is inadequate,” and “That a 

gely inc number of veterinary officers possess- 
ing special qualifications will te required for the public 
services.” 

Veterinary Officers are also required for the Colonies, 
particularly in Africa. At home the work of prevention 
of Contagious Diseases of Animals, ¢g., Swine Fever, 
Foot-and-mouth Disease, Glanders, Anthrax, Sheep 
Scab, etc., is of such vital importance that it is abso- 
lutely essential to provide for an adequate number of 
fully qualified men each year for this work. In addition 
the general practitioner as a factor in the conservation 
of food supply and the maintenance of agricultural pro- 
gress and prosperity must not be lost sight of. 

The Council recognise that, in a sense, everything is 
of secondary importance to winning the war. They 
would, however, point out that the number of men in- 
volved is so small as to be practically negligible from 
that point of view. On the other hand, if the small num 
ber of Veterinary Students mentioned could be retained, 
and allowed to qualify, it would make all the difference 
to the carrying on of the work of the Veterinary Pro- 
fession after the war. 

The Council, therefore, desire earnestly to press upon 
your attention the importance of safeguarding the 
supply of qualified ,Yeterinary Surgeons in the near 
future, and to this end they strongly recommend :— 


1. That all Veterinary Students who have 
their first examination now serving with the Navy or 
Army as officers or privates shouid be demobilised to 
continue their studies. 

2. That no hap me f Student at present registered 
as in attendance at one of the five affiliated schools who 
has completed his first year of study should be called 
up for service with the colours. 


As the Veterinary Schools begin their new session in 
October, and at least 30 weeks instruction must be 
given before students can be presented for examination. 
it is extremely important that an early decision be 
made, so that the students who return to their studies 
may not be at a disadvantage.—I a your obedient 

vant, Frank W. GARNETT, 
President, Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 


Buckingham Palace, Nov. 7. 
The following had the honour of being received by 
The King this morning, when His Majesty, invested 
them with the ignia of Companions of the Orders 
into which they have been admitted :— 


DIsTINGUISHED SERVICE ORDER. 
* * * * 


Colonel Witt1am Army Veterinary Corps. 


Extracts from London Gazette, 
Orrice, Nov. 1. 
Forces. ARMY VETERINARY CORPS. 


Lt.-Col. (temp. Col.) A. C. Newsom, c.M.c., from A.V.C. 
to be Col. (Sept. a3. 
Maj. (temp. Lt.-Col.) W. B. Edwards to be Lt.-Col. 


(Sept. 23 

Temp. Capt. H. C. Bowes, F.R.c.v.s., to be actg. Lt.-Col. 
(with pay and allowances as Capt.) (Oct. 1). 

Temp. Lts. to be temp. Capts.:—E. 8. W. Peatt om. 11); 
W. R. McKinna (Sept. 18); W. 8S. Gillespie (Oct. 1); 
H. P. Welbanks (Oct. 16). ais 

ov. 


. R. L. L. Hart, E. Afr. Vety. Corps, to be temp. 
pt. (Oct. 8). 
Temp. Lts. to be temp. Capts.:—S. 8. Herbert, J. N. 
Glass (Oct. 16); N. B. Green (Oct. 18). * 
Nov. 3. 


Late temp. Lt. to be temp. Lt.:—B. Whittam (Oct. 17), 
Nov. 5. 
Capt. M. P. Walsh retains the rank of temp. Major on 
appt. as A.D.V.S. (Sept. 4, 1916). 


India Office, Nov. 2. 
InpIAN CiviL VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 
Lt.-Coi. to be Col. :—J. Farmer, 0.1.£., F.R.C.V.8. (J uly 20). 
Maj. to be Lt.-Col.:—G. K. Walker, c.1.£., F.R.C.v.s. 
(July 20). 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.VS. 


The Secretary of the Royal College of Veteri 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the pen of the follow. 
ing subscriptions for 1917 :— 


H. C. Jagger, Major A.v.c., A.D.v.s. £1 
E. Morgan, Venezuela, 8S. America SF . 
s- Mogg ajor A.V.C. 
F. C. Scott, Lieut. a.v.c. 110 
H. H. Truman, March, Cambs. 
Previvusly acknowledged 906 10 0 

£912 16 0 


In the issue of Oct. 27, by an accident, the amount 
against the name of Mr. W. Willis appeared as £10, 
instead of £10 10s. The total was correct. 


Prosecution by the R.C.V.S. 


At Balbriggan Sessions, last week, before Messrs. 
A.S. Hussey, in the chair ; L. W. White, F. J. Flannagan, 
T. Ennis, and Col. Woods, the Royal —— of Veter- 
inary Surgeons, of Red Lion Square, London, and W. 
Boyd Gardner, M.R.c.v.s., Drogheda, prosecuted Edward 
B. Burke, Fancourt, rs for that said defendant 
not being on the Register of Veterinary Surgeons, and 
not holding at the time of the passing of the Veterinary 
Surgeons Act, 1881, the Veterinary Certificate of the 
Highland and Agricultural Society of Scotland, did un- 
lawfully use and take an addition of “V.S.” thereb 
stating he was specially qualified to practice a bran 
of the veterinary surgery contrary to the aforesaid 
statute. 

Mr. Tallan for complainants ; and Mr. C. Friery for 
defendant. 

Mr. Tallan said that the defendant, who was a travel. 
ler for the Gresham Publishing Company, used the 
letters “V.S.” after his name, thereby implying he was a 
veterinary surgeon. The defendant came to the district 
travelling for a firm of book _—- and subse- 
quently came into Balbriggan. He established himself 


as a veterinary surgeon, and went round the neighbour- 


\ 


‘ 


T 
the 
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hood healing horses and cattle, receiving fees from 
farmers in the district. It was very difficult when such 
knowledge reached the College to sustain a charge on 
verbal evidence. The defendant in this case had such a 
sense of security in his own mind that he described 
himself “Edward B. Burke, V.S.,” on a cheque to his 
landlady. The cheque was drawn on the National 
Bank, ir, and the manager of that branch, who was 
in Court, would identify defendant’s handwriting. He 
intended to corroborate his case by producing certain 
men in the district whose “cattle defendant attended, 
and men to whom he described himself as a veterinary 
surgeon. The cheque paid defendant by one of these 
men for services rendered was endorsed “E. B. Burke, 
V.S., and that together with the one paid to his land- 
lady is in our possession. According to the Act, any 

n so misrepresenting himself was liable to a fine 
not exceeding £20, or imprisonment in default. Some 
of the men who engaged the defendant suffered very 
severe losses in cattle. One witness would tell the 
Court that defendant, who came to see a beast of his, 
took a long thing like a telescope trom his pocket, put 
it to the cow’s side, and said it had a large portion of a 
boot inside it (laughter). Defendant gave some injec- 
tion, perhaps for the purpose of absorbing the boot, but 
the beast died. He operated on a bull calf for another 
party, and some days afterwards came back, opened the 
stitches to see if the job was complete, and the result of 
this was that this beast also died. These were serious 
losses to ple, and taking into account the great 
shortage of the times, the cffence was a very serious one, 
and he asked that a severe penalty be inflicted. 

Mr. Friery said the man was entitled to do all he did. 

Mr. Tallan: If he represents himself as a V.S. he 
comes within the law, and my point is that he has done 
this. His name is not contained in the Register. 

W. Boyd-Gardner stated he was a veterinairy surgeon 
—s in Drogheda, and had a branch in Balbriggan 

istrict as well, and he knew the defendant, Burke, by 
appearance. In his profession the letters “V.S.” stood 
for veterinary surgeon. 

Cross-examined, witness said that prior to the passing 
of the Act of 1881 a person might describe himself as a 
V.S. had he been practising, but after that an examina- 
tion had to be passed, and then the person was per- 
mitted to register himself as a veterinary surgeon. 
Questioned by defendant’s solicitor as to whether he 
knew the late Mr. Thomas Montgomery, of King’s Inn 
Street, Dublin, witness replied that he did not. 

Mr. Friery: He was practising as a V.S. at the time 

of ~ passing of the Act though he was only a shoeing- 
smith. 
Miss Bridget Murray, Fancourt, said her sister kept a 
lodging house and defendant paid her (witness) for 
lodgings with a cheque for £1 5s. The cheque (pro- 
duced) was the one tendered by defendant, and which 
witness paid over to Mr. Griffin, of Messrs. Flower and 
McDonnell’s. 

Cross-examined : Her sister did not keep cattle. 

Mr. Tallan said that cheque was endorsed “ E. 
Fiery: (Langhter). 

r. Friery : ery sorry.” aughter 

Chairman : It could mean “ very successful.” 

Mr. Friery: It does that, and I will prove it by in- 
numerable witnesses. 

Thomas Griffin identified the cheque (produced) as 
the one given him by Miss Murray. 

Mr. J. Dunlea, manager of the Cahir branch of the 
National Bank, was next examined as to the identifica- 


tion of defendant’s handwriting. 


Asked if Burke had an account in that bank, the wit- 
ness said he was bound to secrecy and could not answer 
the question. Afterwards he said he had, and the sig- 
nature on the cheque in Court was the defendant's. 

Cross-examined : Severa! of his cheques went through 


the bank from time to time, and witness often saw the 
letters “ V.S.” on them. 

A young lad named Christopher Warren, who stated 
that he lived with his father at Grallagh, gave evidence 
to the effect that the defendant attended a pony of his 
father’s. The pony was ina stable, covered with r 
and defendant gave him an injection and threw co 
water over him, and ordered him to be put in a stable 
where there would be no noise. (Laughter). He said 
the pony had lockjaw. On the occasion of defendant's 
second visit the pony was worse, and he gave him 
another injection, and the pony died a week afterwards. 

-examined : He never saw a case of it before. 

John Warren, father of the last witness, said he saw 
defendant treat the pony on the second occasion. He 
“injected” something into his neck, got a bucket of 
soapy suds, to which was added linseed oil, and this 
was _injected into the pony. He did not order any 
medicine, but left some “balls” to give the pony. and 
witness paid a chemist the price of the “balls” left. 
After the pony dying, witness saw Burke, and he told 
him he would not charge anything for the services ren- 
dered the pony. 

Andrew Kavanaczh, another witness, employed Burke 
to see a mare Of his. Burke told him that if he wanted 
him at any time, “ Burke, V.S., Balbriggan,” would get 
him. He paid several visits to the mare and ordered 
medicine. Witness paid him 25s., for which he got 
a receipt signed “Prof. E. B. Burke.” In addition 
to this, witness paid 37s. for medicine. 

Cross-examined : The mare was cured. 

Mr. Tallan : With the assistance of another vet. 

John Thornton stated Burke treated a bullock of his 
which was ill. He examined him by “putting some 
class of a glass to him, and said he had double pneu- 
monia and half a boot in his stomach. (Laughter). 

Mr. Friery : That’s not unusual. 

Mr. Tallan: I understand that portion of a lady’s 
garment was found in another animal.—That’s not un- 
usual. (Laughter). The unusual thing is to see through 
a bullock. (Laughter.) 

Witness, continuing, said defendant treated the bul- 
lock a couple of times. After the second visit the ani- 
mal got worse, and on the third occasion Burke said it 
was usual to take a had turn. The bullock died a month 
afterwards. Defendant also attended a bull calf of wit- 
ness’s. He operated on the animal on a Saturday, and 
on the following Wednesday he came, opened the wound 
and threw eight buckets of water into it. As a result of 
this the bull died eleven days afterwards. Witness 
asked him to make a post-mortem. Witness paid him 
£1 over the bullock and 5s. for treating the bull. He 
ordered the bullock new milk, eggs and whiskey every 
morning. (Laughter). 

Mr. Tallan : Egg flip. 

Mr. Friery : Are you sure you did not take this your- 
self instead of giving it to the bullock? (Laughter). 

Witness : Of course I am. 

James Sherwin said that Burke called on him and 


B. | asked if he had any cattle sick, and witness said he had 


one. He asksd Burke if he was a V.S., and he replied 
that he was. He prescribed for the bnilock and it died 
two days atterwards. 

Cross-examined : He called at witness’s place, but he 
had no books with him then. He did not say that he 
represented a publishing firm for books which contained 
valuable information on the treatment of animals, nor 
did he say that he could give demonstrations. The 
bullock had an ulcerated stomach. Witness did not 
know that defendant was very successful throughout 
the country in his treatment of cattle. 

Mr. Tallan : He was most successful in the treatment 
of your case. a: 

Witness said he made enquiries, and found defendant 
was not a vet. 
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John Murray, Skerries, said that Burke did some 
veterinary work for him for which he paid him. He 
supplied im with some books, and said he could get 
his (witness’s) son into Maguire and Gatchell’s, a Dublin 
engineering firm. Witness made enquiries and found 
that the defendant was not known to that firm at all. _ 

Cross-examined, witness admitted that he had a 
govwese against the defendant over that. He treated 

is cattle successfully. He said that all he had to do 
was to take witness’s son 7 on hand and leave him in 
Maguire and Gatchell’s. (Laughter). 

is was all the evidence. 


Mr. Friery submitted that his client committed no 
offence in doing what he did. He was entitled to act 
as he did, and if he used the letters V.S. it was in glori- 
fication of himself. He cited the case of the Dental 
Association against a man who posed as a dentist, and 
used the words, “Mr. Byrne, the world’s expert in the 
treatment of teeth,” which was decided in his favour, 
and said it was analogous to the case now being heard. 
The signing of “V.S.” after his name was a mere glorifi- 
cation of himself, and he might as well have put solicitor 
after it, and it would not do any harm. He should have 
done something germain to the office of solicitor before 
it constituted an offence. There was no one more jealous 
than a solicitor, and if a man wrote solicitor after his 
name there was nothing in that to sustain a charge 
against him. 

Mr. Tallan: There is nothing honourable in the title 
of solicitor. We can’t get solicitor’s fees unless we have 
solicitor’s degrees. 

Mr. Friery: I have no answer for such a vulgar tongue. 
(Laughter). He submitted “V.S.” ‘after his name was 
only a distinguishing mark, so that letters might reach 


he (Mr. Friery) could bring dozens of witnesses to prove 
his expertness in these matters. By doing what he did 
he might have interfered with Mr. Boyd Gardner, he 
might have deprived him of a few fees, but that was all, 
and that was the root of the case. He knew somethin 

of these diseases, and he knew that when certain o 
them attacked animals all the veterinary surgeons from 
Fair Head in Antrim to Mizzen Head in Cork, includ- 
ing Mr. Gardner, could not cure them. 

r. Tallan said this was the first case of the kind in 
Ireland. Defendant could, if he wished, go through the 
country as a “quack,” but he was not entitled to hold 
himself out in any way that would lead the public to 
believe he was a veterinary surgeon. He asked fora 
conviction, for the offence was a serious one. 

The magistrates retired, and after a brief consultation, 
returned, and the Chairman announced that havin 
considered the case carefully they were unanimously o 
opinion that an offence was committed, and they de- 
cided to impose a fine of £10 on defendant. 

Mr. Tallan asked for costs, which was granted. 

Mr. Friery informed the Bench that he would take 
the earliest opportunity of having the decision reviewed. 
—The Drogheda Advertiser. 


Henry VIRTUE Srppons, who was committed to the 
Liverpool Assizes on charges of forging medical certifi- 
cates and obtaining money by false pretences, has since 
committed suicide. There were nine charges in all in 
the calendar. Siddons had been allowed bail in the 
sum of £1000. . 

[It appears that this is the man who appeared at the 
Over Petty Sessions, at Winsford, on Nov. 10, 1902, on 
a summons by the R.C.V.S., and was fined £5 for repre- 


him. His client was-very skilful in his treatment, and 


senting himself to be a Veterinary Surgeon. ] 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 10 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Foot- 
Anthrax and-Mouth | Glanders.t — Swine Fever. 
Disease. ge. 
a Out- | Ani- Out- | Ani- Shee 
Period. mals.| Out- | Ani- fbreaks| mals.} | scab.| Ont- | Slangh- 
‘bresks mals. a breaks | tered. * 
(a) (a) (b) | fa) 
Gr. BRITAIN. j 
Week ended Nov. 3 5 5 2: 29 49 5 18 3 
1916 ove 11 17 1 1) 14 27 2 39 21 
| 1915 14 | 15 | 8 | 36} 1] 359 | 197 
1914 eee 10 1l 3 6 ! 99 702 
Total for 44 weeks, 1917 ees ee. | 368 420 23 48 | 2068 | 3922 425 1806 821 
‘ 1916 wwe | 953 536 1 24 44 112 | 1331 | 4052 205 3803 8910 
| 1915 | 477 | 542 | 20 | 234 41| 73] 708 | 1513] 166] 3450 | 14937 
pe 1914... | 620 | 679 | 24 | 124 | 265] 1520 | 2642] 159 | 3682 | 35508 
t The Parasitic Mange Order of 1911 was suspended from 6th August, 1914, to 27th March, 1915, inclusive. 
(a) Confirmed. (b) Reported by Local Authorities. + Counties affected, animals attacked :—Stafford 2. 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Nov. 6, 1917 Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 
Outbreaks 
IR@LAND. Week ended Oct,27| |... | | | 7 1 6 
1916 ... mes 12 7 21 
Correrponding Week in 1915 ... ade 7 7 2 
Total for 43 weeks, 1917 ove 3 5 tai ‘ | l 1 41 | 323 191 1107 
{isis eos 3 7 58 350 274 1530 
Corresponding period in 1915 ... 1 1 dee on “3% 3 62 340 216 1216 
1914 ... 1 1 76 =| 957 ied 70 429 172 867 


Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland. (Veterinary Branch), 
Nore.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


Dublin, Oct. 29, 1917 
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